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matter of opinion. Elise was already a mother
when she entered the Shelleys service. Whether
a woman already a mother was likely to clo better
for being bound for life to a man whom they
" knew to be a rascal " may reasonably be doubted
even by those who hold the marriage-tie, as
such, in higher honour than the Shelleys did.
But whether the action was mistaken or not, it
was prompted by the sinccrest solicitude for
Elise's welfare, a solicitude to be repaid, at no
distant date, by the basest ingratitude. Mean-
while Mary lost her nurse, and, it may be
assumed, a valuable one; for any one who
studies the history of this and the preceding
years must see all three of the poor doomed
children throve as long as Elise was in charge
of them.

Clare was ailing, and anxious too; how could
it be otherwise ? Just before Allcgni's third birth-
day, Mary received a letter from Mrs* Hoppner
which was anything but reassuring. It gave an
unsatisfactory account of the child, who did not
thrive in the climate of Venice, and a still more
unsatisfactory account of Byron.

II faut esptfrer qu'elle se changera pour son niicux quand
il ne sera plus si froid; inais je crois toujours que e'est trcs
malheureux que Miss Clairmont oblige cette enfant (ie vivre &
Venise, dont le climat est nuisible en tout an physique de la
petite, et vraiment, pour ce que fera son pore, je le trouve un